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For Concert Band, Grade 1.5
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1 - Full Score 4 - Bb Trumpet 1
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2 - Oboe 4 - FHorn

2 - Bassoon 6 - Trombone
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2 - Percussion 1: Snare Drum/Bass Drum

2 - Percussion 2: Crash Cymbals/Suspended Cymbal, Anvil
2 - Percussion 3: Concert Toms/Triangle
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Charger’s Ride

By Emily Graham
About the Work
Written for the beginning band students of Cedarcrest Middle School, “Charger’s Ride” tells the story of
its bold mascot: a charging horse. In medieval times, chargers were powerful war horses trained to
carry armored knights into battle. Strong, fearless, and steady under pressure, they were known for their
speed and their ability to surge forward at just the right moment.

Learning an instrument can sometimes feel like a battle as we begin to navigate new complex
mechanisms, training our body and mind while honing our skills. Reed players battle it out with new
reeds, conguering squeaks and stubborn notes, while flutes build the strength to hold their instrument
up high and keep their tone clear. Brass players learn to command their embouchure and air like a call
to arms, searching for a centered tone, as percussionists stand firm on the rhythmic front line, mastering
coordination and steady fime.

“Charger’s Ride" reflects both the intensity and determination of young musicians as they press forward
through challenges. Like a medieval charger racing into battle, our beginning band students meet
each obstacle head-on, gaining confidence and strength with every measure.

About the Composer

Emily Graham (b. 1990) is an educator, composer and musician currently residing in
Tacoma, WA. She holds a Bachelor's degree in Music Education from the University of North
Dakota and is celebrating her 10th year in education. Emily has a rich background in
elementary general music, middle school band, and currently serves as an instructional
coach and mentor for new arts teachers across all grade levels within Bethel School
District.

As a percussionist and trombonist, Emily performs with two community wind ensembles and
never misses a chance to do live band karaoke. Her musical influences span a wide
spectrum, drawing inspiration from medieval chant and big band jazz to the fraditional Irish
and old-time folk music she grew up around.

Her goal as a composer is to craft pieces that resonate with every student, providing them with a part they just can't
wait to play. As an educator, Emily strives to cultivate a space where students experience the joy and exhilaration of
achieving something challenging together and learn the skills to grow their own practice and artistry on whatever path
they choose. Beyond her musical pursuits, Emily is also a visual artist and longarm quilter, adding a unique dimension to
her creative expression
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