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Creer (believe)
By Randall D. Standridge

Program Notes

Time will tell what the historians will say about the Covid-10 Pandemic which began in late 2019. Some will argue about its global
ramifications, but for myself, the real tragedy is in the smaller stories.  It is in the time that we have lost with family and friends.  It is in
the graduations, holiday gatherings, and communal celebrations that were foregone.  And, of course, in the lives that have been
lost.

Creer was commissioned in memoriam of one such soul lost to this pandemic.  Sandy Rodriguez was the secretary for Ropes
Elementary School in Ropes, Texas.  By all accounts, she was a beacon of light for the students and community at large.  Her rallying
cry “Believe!” serves as the inspiration for this work.

The piece begins with a solemn motive stated in guitar, before blossoming into a series of lush chords. A solo trumpet enters next,
offering a small, nostalgic melody in memory of those gone too soon.  The work develops as the voices find more strength, before
arriving at a powerful climax, reminding all of those listening that, even in the darkest of times, to continue to believe.  Ultimately, the
work is a contemplation of loss, hope, and memory.

Creer was commissioned by the Ropes High School Band (Ropes, TX) and their director, Mrs. Ashley Blount. I wish to thank them for
allowing me to create a small offering in memory of Sandy.

Peace, Love, and Music.

Rehearsal suggestions
-The guitar part can be played on acoustic guitar, synthesizer (set to acoustic guitar), or on mallets (I would recommend
Vibraphone as my first choice).  However, a piano would also be acceptable.
-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.
-Performances of the work should have a dramatic, cinematic quality.
-The trumpet solos should have a very noticeable vibrato if possible.
-The mallet parts should be very prominent within the balance throughout.

About the Composer
Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from
Arkansas State University.  During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom
O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music
Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013,
he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg,
Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH
Music, Wingert-Jones Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and
Northeastern Music Publications.  Mr. Standridge has had several of his pieces
performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the J.W.
Pepper's Editor's Choice and Bandworld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake
Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations also published
are included in Teaching Music through Performance in Band series.  He has had
several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic in Chicago, IL.  His work
Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a
contributing composer for Alfred Music’s Sound Innovations: Ensemble
Development series. His music is gaining recognition as worthwhile literature for
concert festivals and performances across the United States and internationally.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa Music Publishers.
He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music arranger for the marching arts. He is also
a freelance artist, photographer, and writer.  He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family.  For more information about Mr.
Standridge, visit his website at: www.randallstandridge.com
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PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY AND PERMISSION FOR DIGITAL USAGE (RESTRICTIONS APPLY)

Concert work:  Creer  (Standard edition, RSM C030)

This document grants the organization/entity that purchased this work the right to create photocopy reproductions of
the parts for use in rehearsal and performance of this work.  The organization may create digital copies of the parts for
sole distribution to their active members. The following regulations and and restrictions must be followed; failure to
comply will result in prosecution by Randall Standridge Music under United States and International copyright law.  For
legal permission, signatures by the director and a school/organization administrator are required below.

Please read and initial all of the following statements. Initialing each line constitutes an understanding and agreement
to the terms listed.  Without initials and signatures, this document is null and void, along with all rights granted therein.

_____ Randall Standridge Music retains all rights to the musical composition.  Purchase of the work grants the
purchaser the rights listed in this document, but does not constitute a surrender of ownership by Randall Standridge
Music.  Randall Standridge Music may void this agreement at any time should the purchasing party violate the
regulations.  Any arranging rights for other ensembles (marching band, etc…) require a separate licensing agreement.
Please contact us for details.

_____ This work is licensed solely for use by the purchasing organization/entity.  This work, in part or in whole, may not
be shared with a third party, such as other schools or organizations.

_____ Purchase of this work grants the purchasing organization/entity the following rights
-The right to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts.
-The right to distribute both physical and digital copies to performers (see restrictions below)
-The right to rehearse and perform the work with members of the purchasing organization/entity.
-The right to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and to display them on websites/social media/etc.

_____ The following restrictions apply and must be followed.  Any violation renders this document null and void, along
with all rights granted therein.

-Performers may be supplied with access to their part ONLY. No performer should have access to all parts.
-Digital copies may not be made available via websites or links that may be accessed by the general public.

Randall Standridge Music conducts weekly internet searches for our products.  Any such links or websites found
disseminating our music will be investigated and prosecuted under United States and International copyright law. This
applies to both purchasing organizations/entities AND their performers.

-The right to copy parts does NOT extend to scores. Separate scores must be purchased, if required.

_____  The purchasing organization/entity acknowledges that composers of musical works depend on the income of
said works for their livelihood and careers.  By purchasing this music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and
are very much appreciated.

__________________________________________________________
Director

__________________________________________________________
Administrator
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*This part is written to be played on guitar or synthesizer.
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Creer Randall D. Standridge
(ASCAP)

Score
Grade 2
Duration: 3:30
  

Commissioned by the 2021 Ropes Soarin’ Eagle Band, director, Ashley Blount. A reminder to BELIEVE. 
In memoriam of Ropes Elementary Secretary, Sandy Rodriguez, taken too soon by COVID-19.

(Believe)

Copyright © 2021, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.RSM C030
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