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Creer (believe)

By Randall D. Standridge
Program Notes

Time will fell what the historians will say about the Covid-10 Pandemic which began in late 2019. Some will argue about its global
ramifications, but for myself, the real fragedy is in the smaller stories. It is in the fime that we have lost with family and friends. It isin
the graduations, holiday gatherings, and communal celebrations that were foregone. And, of course, in the lives that have been
lost.

Creer was commissioned in memoriam of one such soul lost fo this pandemic. Sandy Rodriguez was the secretary for Ropes
Elementary School in Ropes, Texas. By all accounts, she was a beacon of light for the students and community af large. Her rallying
cry “Believe!” serves as the inspiration for this work.

The piece begins with a solemn motive stated in guitar, before blossoming into a series of lush chords. A solo frumpet enters next,
offering a small, nostalgic melody in memory of those gone too soon. The work develops as the voices find more strength, before
arriving at a powerful climax, reminding all of those listening that, even in the darkest of times, to continue to believe. Ultimately, the
work is a contemplation of loss, hope, and memory.

Creer was commissioned by the Ropes High School Band (Ropes, TX) and their director, Mrs. Ashley Blount. | wish to thank them for
allowing me to create a small offering in memory of Sandy.

Peace, Love, and Music.

Rehearsal suggestions

-The guitar part can be played on acoustic guitar, synthesizer (set to acoustic guitar), or on mallets (I would recommend
Vibraphone as my first choice). However, a piano would also be acceptable.

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-Performances of the work should have a dramatic, cinematic quality.

-The tfrumpet solos should have a very noticeable vibrato if possible.

-The mallet parts should be very prominent within the balance throughout.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor of Music Education from
Arkansas State University. During this tfime, he studied composition with Dr. Tom
O'Connor, before returning to Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music
Composition, studying with Dr. Tom O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. From 2001 to 2013,
he served as the Director of Bands at Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg,
Arkansas.

Mr. Standridge is currently published by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, FJH
Music, Wingert-Jones Music, BandWorks Publications, Twin Towers Music, and
Northeastern Music Publications. Mr. Standridge has had several of his pieces
performed internationally, and has had numerous works selected to the J.W.
Pepper's Editor's Choice and Bandworld Top 100 lists. His compositions Snake
Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer Wind, and Angelic Celebrations also published
are included in Teaching Music through Performance in Band series. He has had
several works performed at the Midwest Music Clinic in Chicago, IL. His work
Art(isms) was premiered by the Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble at the
2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Standridge is also a
contributing composer for Alfred Music'’s Sound Innovations: Ensemble
Development series. His music is gaining recognition as worthwhile literature for
concert festivals and performances across the United States and internationally.

In addition o his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the Marching Band Editor for Grand Mesa Music Publishers.
He is in demand as a conductor, clinician, drill designer, composer, and music arranger for the marching arts. He is also
a freelance artist, photographer, and writer. He lives in Jonesboro, AR with his family. For more information about Mr.
Standridge, visit his website af: www.randallstandridge.com
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Commissioned by the 2021 Ropes Soarin’ Eagle Band, director, Ashley Blount. A reminder to BELIEVE.
In memoriam of Ropes Elementary Secretary, Sandy Rodriguez, taken too soon by COVID-19.
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