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Dancing in the Sun

By Nathan Hervey

About the Work

Dancing is an activity that reaches across time, culture and humanity. It has been present in every moment throughout
history and is a unique human quality. “Dancing in the Sun” is a piece about having fun. Personally, dancing is a way to
express joy, give humor or boost my mood if | am feeling down. We've all heard the old adage, “dance like no one is
watching”. When we do that, we express the fullest sense of ourselves in that moment by moving our body in ways unique to
us and who we are as people. Dancing has long been associated with good times, and brings people together. There is
something about dancing that brings joy, and lifts your mood, which is what | intend when musicians perform this piece and
audience members listen. | hope you are uplifted by performing and listening to this music, and feel free to dance!

- Nathan Hervey

Rehearsal Suggestions

Special care should be taken to keep the tempo at the prescribed music marking. Too slow, and the piece loses its’ shine.
Too fast, and the piece sounds frantic. Most notes have an articulation marking, but for those that don’t, especially eighth
notes, long-lifted articulation is preferred. Accented quarter notes should have some space, but not much. Any notes
marked with a staccato should also have resonance, and not be clipped or overly articulated. The rhythms in this piece
feature a lot of syncopation and help to give the music a dance feel. Measure 97 features a rhythm related to Erykah Badu’s
vocal line in You Got Me, by the Roots. This is not an intentional direct quote of that line, but the rhythm is inspired by Erykah
on that song. In measure 101, the lead line is each call and response in the tfrumpets, clarinets and flutes as they trade
snippets of the melody from earlier in the music. Measures 105 and 106 feature a rhythm related to a portion of a vocal line in
the bridge of Bell Biv Devoe's, When Will | See You Smile Againg Again, this is not a direct quote, but this music is a part of my
cultural background and elements of that music appear in my writing of this piece.

About the Composer

| began playing frombone at the age of 11 in 6th grade. In junior high and high school, | played
in concert band, jazz band, marching band, symphony orchestra, and performed solos by the
fime | graduated high school. As an undergrad at UT Arlington, | played in every ensemble that
needed a frombone player. As a graduate student at The University of North Texas, | had the
distinct pleasure and honor to perform with the symphony orchestra, the 2 o’clock Lab Band,
and the premier trombone choir conducted by Tony Baker and Vern and Jan Kagarice. These
varied musical experiences gave me exposure to a wide array of musical styles and greatly
influenced my writing.

At home, my dad had an eclectic music collection and it allowed me to listen to a vast
spectrum of music from an early age. | would rummage through his CD collection (yes, CDs!)
and would listen to arfists like Herbie Hancock, Van Halen, Eric Clapton, and Earth, Wind, and
Fire. On my own, I'd listen to Hip Hop, R & B and Gospel music. At school, | would be exposed to
Rock, Tejano, and Mariachi. These experiences gave me a wide palette of sound, which | reference as | create my
compositions.

I began writing my senior year of high school with the encouragement of one of my band directors who told me about Finale
Notepad. | then began writing arrangements of my favorite songs from the radio and would play them with my friends after
school. When | became a band director, | began writing chorales for my groups which led to writing larger scale
performance works. I've published music since 2015, and it brings me great joy to share my music with the world.

| have served as an assistant band director at Arlington High School in Arlington, TX since 2012 where | conduct the
symphonic band and jazz band. | also assist with the marching band. In my spare time, | enjoy hiking, swimming, cycling, and
spending fime with my wife.
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PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY AND PERMISSION FOR DIGITAL USAGE (RESTRICTIONS APPLY)
Concert work: Dancing in the Sun (Standard edition, RSMPCB105)

This document grants the organization/entity that purchased this work the right o create photocopy reproductions of
the parts for use in the rehearsal and performance of this work. The organization may create digital copies of the parts
for sole distribution to their active members. The following regulations and restrictions must be followed; failure to
comply will result in prosecution by Randall Standridge Music under United States and International copyright law. For
legal permission, signatures by the director and a school/organization administrator are required below.

Please read and initial all of the following statements. Initiating each line constitutes an understanding and agreement
to the terms listed. Without initials and signatures, this document is null and void, along with all rights granted therein.

Randall Standridge Music retains all rights to the musical composition. Purchase of the work grants the
purchaser the rights listed in this document but does not constitute a surrender of ownership by Randall Standridge
Music. Randall Standridge Music may void this agreement at any time should the purchasing party violate the
regulations. Any arranging rights for other ensembles (marching band, etc...) require a separate licensing agreement.
Please contact us for details.

This work is licensed solely for use by the purchasing organization/entity. This work, in part or whole, may not be
shared with a third party, such as other schools or organizations.

Purchase of this work grants the purchasing organization/entity the following rights
-The right to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts.
-The right to distribute both physical and digital copies to performers (see restrictions below)
-The right to rehearse and perform the work with members of the purchasing organization/entity.
-The right to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and to display them on websites/social media/etc.

The following restrictions apply and must be followed. Any violation renders this document null and void, along
with all rights granted therein.

-Performers may be supplied with access to their part ONLY. No performer should have access to all parts.

-Digital copies may not be made available via websites or links that may be accessed by the general public.
Randall Standridge Music conducts weekly internet searches for our products. Any such links or websites found
disseminating our music will be investigated and prosecuted under United States and International copyright law. This
applies to both purchasing organizations/entities AND their performers.

-The right to copy parts does NOT extend to scores. Separate scores must be purchased if required.

The purchasing organization/entity acknowledges that composers of musical works depend on the income of
said works for their livelihood and careers. By purchasing this music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and
are very much appreciated.

Director

Administrator
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