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Of Swords and Scrolls

By Gavin Lendt

About the Work

"Of Swords and Scrolls” evokes a world of ancient legend where courage and wisdom go hand in hand. The music invites
listeners into an imaginative landscape of citadels, great halls, distant lands, and quiet libraries of forgotten lore, where
warriors and scholars pursue adventure and knowledge.

The entire piece grows from a three note motif. The opening and closing sections present the motif in a bold, dramatic style
that evokes adventure and conflict, while the slower middle section offers a more contemplative variation of the theme.
Together they embody the balance between strength and wisdom symbolized by the sword and the scroll.

The work was written in honor of the refirement of Ottawa, Kansas middle school band director Mark Paquette, celebrating
his many years of dedicated service and his commitment to inspiring young musicians.

Rehearsal Suggestions

e Maintain a steady tempo throughout the faster sections. Avoid slowing down, as the piece loses energy if the tempo
drags. Allow some expressive rubato in the middle section.

e Exaggerate dynamics. Forte should be strong, piano clearly soft, and sudden dynamic changes very noticeable.
e Approach the piece with a cinematic, dramatic character.

e Create a clear contrast between legato playing and more separated articulation, such as in measure 7. Keep the
accompaniment separated so the melody has space 1o sing.

e When the clarinets and frumpets divide into two parts, the section will sound softer. Players should compensate by
supporting the sound more strongly. Measure 82 is an example of this.

e Play boldly, tell the story, and enjoy the adventure!

About the Composer

Gavin Lendt is an award-winning composer, conductor, and horn player. Known mostly for his
band works, he is also a recognized composer of music for orchestra, choir, solo instruments,
and small ensembles, and he writes music for YouTube and Twitch content creators. He has
received several commissions throughout the United States, and his music has been performed
all over the world. Most recently, his work “A Wind in Time" was selected as a winner of the 2021
Grand Mesa Music Composition Contest. In December of 2022, he premiered his large-scale
work for orchestra and choir, “Living in the Light."

His music is known for incorporating rich harmonies and dramatic counterlines. Both students
and teachers find his music accessible and enjoyable to play. Many high school bands have
received superior ratings at contests for their performances of his works.

Gavin studied composition at the University of Kansas with James Barnes and has had private
instruction with luminary composers such as Stephen Melillo, John Mackey, Julie Giroux, Charles Rochester Young and
Gabriela Frank.

An avid horn player, Gavin has performed with the Topeka Symphony, Kansas City Civic Orchestra, Hollywood Hills Orchestra,
and the Lenexa Orchestra. Gavin is also the musical director and arranger for the Kansas City Horn Club, a nonprofit
organization designed to share enthusiasm and increase interest in the horn. Gavin Lives in Lenexa, Kansas, with his music
educator wife, Stacy.
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Dedicated to the Ottawa Middle School Band, Ottawa, KS
Mark Paquette, Director
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