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Path of the Scarab

By E. Benton Lilliefors

About the Work
“Path of the Scarab” draws inspiration from the legendary film scores of Jerry Goldsmith, guiding listeners on a
sweeping musical journey across the golden sands of Egypt and the Sahara Desert.

At the heart of the piece lies the scarab, the sacred beetle of ancient Egypt, symbolizing the sun god Khepri, who was
believed to roll the sun across the sky each day. Representing rebirth, protection, and eternal life, the scarab'’s striking
form—its oval shape, metallic sheen, and

unyielding strength—captures the spirit of fransformation and endurance that this composition embodies.

Musically, “Path of the Scarab” immerses performers in the rich sonorities of the melodic minor scale, woven throughout
every voice. Each section of the ensemble has the opportunity to explore this tonality, master accidentals, and
experience its distinctive color. The piece features several recurring themes that move fluidly across the ensemble,
ensuring that every group shares in the melodic spotlight. Through shifting motifs, syncopated rhythms, and layered
harmonies, performers will deepen their understanding of texture, tonality, and musical storytelling.

“Path of the Scarab” is more than a piece—it’s an adventure through myth and melody, inviting musicians and
audiences alike to discover the mystery, beauty, and power of ancient Egypt through sound.

About the Composer

Erin Lilliefors is a Music Educator originally from Muskegon, Michigan, and lives and works in
Ann Arbor, Michigan and is in her 14th year of teaching. She graduated from Eastern
Michigan University in 2009 with her Bachelor's in Music Education- Instrumental, and again
from Eastern in 2022 with her Master’s in Music Education.

In the fall of 2020, Lilliefors was hired as the Associate Director of Bands at Pioneer High
School in Ann Arbor Public schools, where she works presently. In this position, she teaches
Music Technology, Varsity Band, Concert Band White, and Co-Directs Concert Band Purple
and Symphony Band. The Symphony Band was featured at the Michigan Music Educators
Conference in 2022, featuring the premiere of Lilliefors’ work “A Song for Charlotte.” At the
2024 MMC, Lilliefors’ piece “Release the Kraken” was performed by the Clague Middle
* School band as the 2024 MMC. Additionally, Lilliefors presented in 2024 at the Michigan
Music Educators Conference about developing a comprehensive music technology
curriculum. Lilliefors created her curriculum in 2020 and has confinued to add and develop it over the last few years.

Lilliefors works as a composer as well. She began composing for band and is published with Randall Standridge Music &
Leading Tones Music, LLC. During her summers Lilliefors spends time as a conductor at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp, where
she conducts the Vander Linde Band and occasionally tfeaches a conducting minor., Lilliefors has spent time as the
Begian Scholar from 2023-24. She is a single mom to her daughter, Charlofte.
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Path of the Scarab - Score

/A

9

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
~t ~1 ~t ~1 ~1 ~1 ~1 ~1 ~1 ~ ~1 ~1 ~1 ~1 ~t ~ ~1 "
X X e A 7% A 198 A ARy ALY T A A A AU n Aol 2! | m Nl i)
ﬁw_ ﬁw_ _kumé A _Jé A m\um. A >umm\ >.\\_ ﬁ\ﬂ. A \wmn\/ >-\\_ >-\\_ ﬁ\é A A .vp 18 _H\- N -\u _HA. K
H\- oL
(AR (AR T e A e ALl T ALl JCYREE A ALl b | A oL T Kk
mn
_w\. il v
ol ol T e A e R AL TN A AL ARLLL T A Aol 0| 5. [l || k_ b
x| x| B== i o B == ]
H\- ol
[ JuER [ JuER L) ™A ™ AQLLL e AQLLL AellL MTTA NS 1 g - o e | K—
a0 N .y e S = o ) .y ..\ & ) —W\'
n) [l
ol o] TN TTisA e R AL TN A AR AR T8 ALl L1 A al e |k vr
H\- ol “T3
X T A ALl AQLLL ATl T8/ A AL ALLL TN (A T TR N oL s e
e\ ™ N
_w\- -ui
T®A AL AL MTaA AL AL T A A al e[|k [
\Hﬂ e == = = === ] -y wwHH N
Lt el Lt J L Pa 1
H A A | S~ X 1nnT ®A AN AN NA = N [ G L)
BN Xy EL.N o o L N
TN e s Capte
m
G v
a1 ¢ \o o/ ﬁ T A ﬁ TR ﬁ T >ﬂﬁ A mu AR ﬂﬁ e >ﬂ AU A ﬁ TTTe A aﬂ o n . mu " mu T8l | k_ ﬁ S ﬁ
L) b | o o 1 n ol
S| s A AR A0 | MR, s R
mn o
—H\- o1
e TR YA AR elll Y Y. TRA 2| || ol ) (YR N A o || k_ L
e N ay AL L)
~t ~y ~d ~d
gl &l 0|4 \Jw A ARl Al >Mwi AR o[ A KW\\ >Mwi \Mm A olll S e . o ||k vr
==
ol N Nl ol H\. ol
ol o] [T A o} A AL A &L A s TIT® A o] TR e al ot
me o
(YRl (I o ol m o
g.ru .v@ \Mjlr A o ! AR Al | >\wmm\\ me\/ A ‘.v\ A ‘.v\\ \\Wi A .L uww Cafl On || Kk 1
ol (N e N “n “n “n e (AN 1 _HA.
oL [ YR o || e ] ~t it 9|t ~
’tvq o o .\\H_ v
ol ol aRER) ol ALl ol ATl o[ A [Yi ol e ol NN TN (M T[S || e
o] ol CH ol £ ﬁ
o o] I A [YER Aol Aleld Aol e A e NPy ma m
[YHER oL 1A ol il c
A.L o (i ARLEH AR (A .vg JEll N A .\\H Rl m,
ML By &=
ol alL Nl ol m | it g '
Iy ﬁ 5
o] o] o} o] Ll T A L) M
t.r# -\q oLl .\@ iy €
‘ L. i A A 1L | H Bl B £\
AFT N ol vf o A ol MU s AR AL s M sy AR AR A ol i) A. [\ 1 " Gw fmJ
E
Tl T4 B B len Ml e e & —la ©
NG NG NG NG NE NE NG NG i oy oy oy NG NG
N N o N oo NP N N N @A) o ol NI & A = = =
= a (N = o % » (N c e £ c o - ~ - o~ ™ <
= 8 = ° = 2 a = ES S ¥4 3 % 3 g g g g
— ¢ o e
3 % i = = = $ & g s
C < F

99

98

97

96

95

94



