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Starfire Alpha 
By Randall D. Standridge 

Why Starfire Alpha? 
 One of the challenges with writing beginning band music is doing something that hasn’t been done before. This is difficult 
because you are limited to very few rhythms and very few notes, along with an entire culture of publishers and directors who think, 
“THIS is the way beginning band music should sound.” 

With this in mind, I was recently chatting with a director at a convention, and we were discussing my Starfire series (Starfire 
Fanfare and Starfire March). The main educational goal of these works is to introduce 6/8 time to young players, and both are 
around a Grade 1. 

“Yeah,” they said, “but it’s too bad you can’t do that with beginning band.” 
Never tell a Standridge they can’t do something. 
Starfire Alpha is a “prelude” to the Starfire series and is intended to serve as an approachable introduction to 6/8 time for 

beginning band. It uses the first six notes typically taught to young musicians, and the rhythmic vocabulary is limited to five 
permutations of 6/8 rhythm. To assist in this learning, a rhythm sheet is available as a free download from our website. 
 
 Peace, Love, and Music - Randall 
 
 
Program Notes 
 Starfire Alpha is the homeworld of the Galactic Empire. From space, it appears as a glowing red orb, illuminated by the 
lights of vast megametropolises that span its surface. It is from this planet that the Empire begins its expansion across the galaxy. 
The music draws inspiration from the sound worlds of science fiction and space opera film scores, capturing a sense of scale, 
mystery, and adventure. 
 

 
Rehearsal suggestions 
-The tempo of this work is critical to its character.  When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical 
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.” 
-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes. 
-Use the Rhythm Sheet daily to assist with teaching the work (you may find it on the product page for this piece on our website, 
under “additional materials.” 
-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance.  Do not hide them. 
 
 
About the Composer 

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State 
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to 
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom 
O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High 
School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-time composer 
and marching arts designer. 
     Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for 
the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer 
Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through 
Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious 
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Illinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his 
work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work 
Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall: 
1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have all been recognized as honorable 
mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was 
premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American Prize for Composition in 2025.  In 
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has 
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to 
normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences. 

     In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and 
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arts.  He lives 
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets. 
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Flute
Oboe

Bb Clarinet

Bb Clarinet*
(F Horn Double)

*also transposed for
Eb Alto Saxophone

Eb Alto
Saxophone

Bb Tenor
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet

Horn in F

Trombone
Euphonium

Bassoon
Low Reeds

Tuba

Bells*
(Hi-version

also included)

Chimes

Timpani
(G,Bb,C)

Percussion 1 & 2
P1: Snare Drum

P2: Bass Drum
(opt. 1 player on drumset)

Percussion 3
Anvil/Tambourine/

Wind Chimes/
Tam-Tam

Percussion 4
Crash Cymbals
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GRADE .5
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RANDALL D. STANDRIDGE
(ASCAP)

Copyright © 2026, by Randall Standridge Music, LLC.  All Rights Reserved.  Purchase required for public or recorded performance.  
See "Permission to Photocopy..." agreement in score regarding digital distribution rights and usage of copyable parts. Signature required.
All other forms of duplication constitute an infringement of U.S. and International Copyright Law, and will be prosecuted by the publisher.RSMC115
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Cl.

Cl.
(F.H.Dbl.)

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Tpt.

Hn.

Trb.
Euph.
Bssn.

L.R.

Tuba

Bls.

Ch.

Timp.

Perc.1/2

Perc.3

Perc. 4

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
.œ Œ .

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ> œ œ œ œ œ
.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
>

œ œ œ œ œ.˙

.y> Œ .

39

.>̇

39

F
F

F

F
F

f

F
f

F

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
.œ Œ .

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .

œ> œ œ œ œ œ
.œ .œ
.œ .œ

.œ> jœ .œ>.œ .œ

y y y y y y

40

∑

f
f

F
f

F

F
F
f
f

f
F

f

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
.œ Œ .

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ> œ œ œ œ œ

.˙

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
>

œ œ œ œ œ.˙

.y> Œ .

41

.>̇

F
F

f
F

f

f
f

F
F

F
f

F

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
.œ Œ .

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

.œ Œ .

.œ Œ .

œ> œ œ œ œ œ
.œ .œ
.œ .œ

.œ> jœ .œ>.œ .œ

y y y y y y

42

∑

f
f

fF
f

fF

fF
fF

f
f

f
F

f

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ œ œ .œ

.˙
œ œ œ .œ

œ
>

œ œ œ œ œ.˙

.y> Œ .

43

.>̇

sub. p
sub. p

sub. p
sub. p
sub. p
sub. p

sub. p

sub. p
f

sub. p

sub. p

sub. p
sub. p

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ œ œ .œ
.˙

œ œ œ .œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.˙

∑

44

.>̇

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ .œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ .œ

y y y y y y

45

.œ> .œ>
F

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.˙

.œ> .œ>

.œ> jœ .œ>.œ .œ

.y> Œ .

46

.>̇

f
f
f
f

f

f
f
f
f

f

f
f

f
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ã

ã
ã

bbb
b
b

b

b
bb

bbb
bbb
bbb
bbb

bbb

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

Fl.
Ob

Cl.

Cl.
(F.H.Dbl.)

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Tpt.

Hn.

Trb.
Euph.
Bssn.

L.R.

Tuba

Bls.

Ch.

Timp.

Perc.1/2

Perc.3

Perc. 4

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ œ .œ
œ
>

œ œ .œ.˙>
y> y y .y

47

.>̇

47

f

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ œ .œ
œ
>

œ œ .œ.˙>
y> y y .y

48

.>̇

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ œ œ> œ œ

œ
>

œ œ œ
>

œ œ.œ .œ

y> y y y> y y

49

.œ> .œ>

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
.œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>.œ> .œ>
.y> .y>

50

.>̇

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ œ œ .œ
.>̇
.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ ..œ>

.œ> Œ .

51

.>̇

Play 2X Only
Tambourine

51

f

f
f

f

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ œ œ .œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ .œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

52

∑

Play 2X Only
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..
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..

..
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..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

Fl.
Ob

Cl.

Cl.
(F.H.Dbl.)

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

Tpt.

Hn.

Trb.
Euph.
Bssn.

L.R.

Tuba

Bls.

Ch.

Timp.

Perc.1/2

Perc.3

Perc. 4

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ œ œ .œ
.>̇
.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ ..œ>

.œ> Œ .

53

.>̇

Play 2X Only

Play 2X Only

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ œ œ .œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ .œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

54

∑

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ œ œ .œ
.>̇

œ> œ œ .œ

œ
>

œ œ .œ.˙>
œ> œ œ .œ

55

.>̇

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ. œ. œ. .œ

œ. œ. œ. .œ
œ œ œ .œ

∑

œ> œ œ .œ

œ
>

œ œ .œ.˙>
œ> œ œ .œ

56

∑

1..œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>
∑

∑

57

∑

Play 1st Time

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.>̇
œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ .œ

∑

58

∑

Play 1st Time

p

p
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Hn.

Trb.
Euph.
Bssn.

L.R.

Tuba

Bls.

Ch.

Timp.

Perc.1/2

Perc.3

Perc. 4

2..œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

59

.œ> .œ>

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

œ
>

œ
>

œ
> .œ>.œ> .œ>

.œ> Œ .

60

.>̇

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.˙

.˙

.˙

.œ .œ

.˙

.˙

.˙

.œ .œ
∑

.˙

œ œ œ .œ.˙

∑

61

.>̇

p
61

p
p
p
p

p
p
p

p

p

p

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.˙

.˙

.˙

.œ .œ

.˙

.˙

.˙

.œ .œ
∑
∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ.˙

∑

62

∑

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ
∑

.œ .œ

œ œ œ .œ.œ .œ

∑

63

∑

P

.˙

.˙

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.˙

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.œ .œ

.˙
∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ.œ .œ

∑

64

∑
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Fl.
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Trb.
Euph.
Bssn.

L.R.

Tuba

Bls.

Ch.

Timp.

Perc.1/2

Perc.3

Perc. 4

œ> œ> œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ>
.œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>
œ> œ> œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>
œ> œ œ .œ

œ
>

œ œ .œ.œ> .œ

.#>

65

.>̇
Tam-Tam

f

f
f
f
f

f
f
f

f
f

f
f

f

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œn> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> .œ>
œ> œ œ œ> œ œ

œ
>

œ œ œ
>

œ œ.œ> .œ>
∑

66

.œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>
.œ> .œ>

œ> œ> œ>
.œ>

œ> œ> œ> .œ>
œ> œ> œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>
œ> œ œ .œ

œ
>

œ œ .œ.œ> .œ

.#>

67

.>̇

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œn> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> .œ>
œ> œ œ œ> œ œ

œ
>

œ œ œ
>

œ œ.œ> .œ>
∑

68

.œ> .œ>

.>̇

.>̇

.>̇

.>̇

.>̇

.>̇

.>̇

.œ> .œ>

.œ> .œ>

.>̇

..˙̇>

.œ> .œ>

.œ> jœ .œ>.˙

∑

69

.>̇

œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>

œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ œ
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ œ
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ œ

œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ œ
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>
œ> œ> œ> œ> œ> œ>

∑

œ> œ œ œ> œ> œ>
œ
>

œ œ œ
>

œ
>

œ
>

.œ> .œ>
∑

70

∑

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ#> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œn> Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

..œœ>
Œ .

.œ> Œ .

.œ> Œ ..œ>

.#>

71

.>̇
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